
LESSON  14-15  
 
ALTERNATE INVESTIGATION FORMAT 
 

Name:  ______________________________________________ 

Date:  ________________________ 
 

Investigating  Local Soil 
 
Question:  What is local soil made of? 
 
Prediction:______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

____________ 

 
Materials:  hand lens     paper towels 
  wooden stirrers   2 half sheets of white paper 
  9 oz.  plastic cups   local soil sample  
  1 oz plastic cups   1 plastic dropper 
  1 test tube with lid   funnel 
  paper coffee filter   funnel holder 

water 
Procedure:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Investigating Local Soil 

 
 

Test Performed 
 

What Happened 
 

What This Tells Me 

 
Observation using: 

eyes to see 
nose to smell,  
ears to hear 

 

  

 
 
 

Dry touch 
 

 

  

 
 

Wet Tests – Describe: 
 

• How it feels 
• How if rolls into a ball 

 

  

 
 
 

Streak (smear) 
 
 

  

 
 
 

Settling Test 
 
 
 

  

 
 

How water moves 
through soil 

(funnel model) 
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Conclusions:  (give at least two reasons) 
 

I think the local soil is 

_________________________________________________because 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________and because 

_______________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

____________ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


